Design Software
Book Cover Design

For this assignment, you will be creating a book cover for a fictitious book or redesigning an existing book. You are to show what you have learned from the double exposure exercise and the blending layers exercise to create an attractive and interesting cover. You will also be designing the spine and back of the book. The front cover should include title and author. The spine should include title, author, and publisher/publishing house. And the back should include a barcode with price and ISBN number, reviews or synopsis, and publisher logo. You will be using Photoshop and Illustrator for this assignment.

Look at the work of Antonio Mora and Erik Johansson for some inspiration:
http://naldzgraphics.net/inspirations/antonio-mora-photography/
http://www.mylovt.com/
http://www.erikjohanssonphoto.com/


Look at examples of book covers on the Internet and look at actual books. The  websites below help to explain good cover design:
http://www.midwestbookreview.com/bookbiz/advice/cvrdesgn.htm

https://48hrbooks.wordpress.com/2011/04/28/book-cover-design-dos-and-donts/


Below is a student book cover and one I created for my sister-in-law.             


[image: ../../Felix's%20book%20cover.pdf]             

 [image: ../../bookcover1.pdf]

Your imagery will be created in Photoshop then linked to Illustrator where you will do the text. You may make up your own text (be sure and check your spelling and grammar), or you may copy existing text – I will explain in class. All text should be typed in Illustrator unless it is part of your design – I will explain this in class as well.

For this assignment, you will be turning in two versions – the psd file without the text and then the pdf from the Illustrator file. I will explain this further in class as well.

[bookmark: _GoBack]You will be using smart guides, crop marks and a bleed area. Bleed is the extra oversized amount added to your design/layout so when the printer trims the final piece, the image goes fully to the edge all the way around. Typically, there is an 1/8” area all the way around the design. This means for your Photoshop document, you will create the document as 12” x 8.625” with a 300 dpi (resolution). The spine needs to be ¾”, so you will have to do the math to make it work. Once your Photoshop design is done, you will place and link into Illustrator. Your Illustrator document needs to be 11.75” x 8.375”. While in Illustrator, you will need to create ½” margins around your edges to keep the text within. In class, I will be showing you how to justify text, kerning, tracking, and leading. When you save your Illustrator file, you will save it as a pdf, showing the crop marks. Save and upload files as “yourname_project12.psd” for your Photoshop document and “yourname_project12.pdf” for your final Illustrator one with text.


Note: You should always strive to use your own images but sometimes that is impossible. Many designers pay for images off sites such as iStock photos, Shutterstock, Fotolio and others. There are also a couple places where you can get free images – sxc.hu and everystockphoto.com, but even those sites require you give credit to the photographer. 
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As she got in the house a strange feeling overtook her and she 
looked toward the garage.  As she walked to open the door, she 
saw her husband in the car and blood all over the driver’s side 



window.  The police arrived to see her on the couch in total 
shock.  She repeated over and over to them that he would never 
do this to his family.  First she told them what had happened a 
few months back and that he had been very disturbed by the 
tragic event.  She also told them there were a few things that 



were odd and out of sorts this morning:  When she came down to 
fix breakfast, the sliding glass door was open a bit, and it is 



always kept shut and locked... “We never open it!”  Screaming 
she said “Someone killed my husband!”



Ashleen’s father and grandfather were policemen and wanted her 
to follow in their footsteps, but she fought this.  Ever since she 
was young, she had a special gift of intuition and observation, 
and throughout her life, mysteries always confronted her.  As 
world’s collide, Ashleen is forced to confront her demons and 



decide which path she is destined to take.



----------Julia Johnson writes a book that keeps the reader turning 
the pages.  I could not put this book of mystery down!



------------------Sharon Lee Mitchell



Please visit Julia Johnson’s website at 
www.freewebs.com/juliajohnsonsideas
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Bob	
�
   Harris	
�
   is	
�
   an	
�
   American	
�
   film	
�
   actor,	
�
   far	
�
   past	
�
   
his	
�
   prime.	
�
   He	
�
   visits	
�
   Tokyo	
�
   to	
�
   appear	
�
   in	
�
   com-­
mercials,	
�
   and	
�
   he	
�
   meets	
�
   Charlotte,	
�
   the	
�
   young	
�
   
wife	
�
   of	
�
   a	
�
   visiting	
�
   photographer.	
�
   Bored	
�
   and	
�
   
weary,	
�
   Bob	
�
   and	
�
   Charlotte	
�
   make	
�
   ideal	
�
   if	
�
   improb-­
able	
�
   traveling	
�
   companions.	
�
   Charlotte	
�
   is	
�
   look-­
ing	
�
   for	
�
   "her	
�
   place	
�
   in	
�
   life,"	
�
   and	
�
   Bob	
�
   is	
�
   tolerating	
�
   
a	
�
   mediocre	
�
   stateside	
�
   marriage.	
�
   Both	
�
   separate-­
ly	
�
   and	
�
   together,	
�
   they	
�
   live	
�
   the	
�
   experience	
�
   of	
�
   the	
�
   
American	
�
   in	
�
   Tokyo.	
�
   Bob	
�
   and	
�
   Charlotte	
�
   suffer	
�
   
both	
�
   confusion	
�
   and	
�
   hilarity	
�
   due	
�
   to	
�
   the	
�
   cultural	
�
   
and	
�
   language	
�
   differences	
�
   between	
�
   themselves	
�
   
and	
�
   the	
�
   Japanese.	
�
   As	
�
   the	
�
   relationship	
�
   between	
�
   
Bob	
�
   ad	
�
   Charlotte	
�
   deepens,	
�
   they	
�
   come	
�
   to	
�
   the	
�
   re
alization	
�
   that	
�
   their	
�
   visits	
�
   to	
�
   Japan,	
�
   and	
�
   one	
�
   an-­
other,	
�
   must	
�
   soon	
�
   end.	
�
   Or	
�
   must	
�
   they?



Felix	
�
   Maull
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